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Safety in the OR is the most  
important factor in a health system 

•  234 million operations in the world yearly 

•  0.4 – 0.8% fatality rate  

•  3-16 % complications  

%!



#@?S9A;>!1,@NA1A+!S-!1OA!BOA0Q9:>1 

!!!!!Z@?*N$>:1A![!Z@?*N$R,UA*1!>)@NA@-!!
•  <!:*!%2.222\<22.222!R@?0A+)@A>!:*!1OA!](!^<.%22\!
&.%22!:*0:+A*1>!J-@_!`  

•  ()@LA-!?I!<.2%2!O,*+!>)@NA?*>!
! !&<a!@AR?@1A+!O,L:*N!RA@I?@;A+!Z@?*N$>:1A!
>)@NA@-!,1!9A,>1!?*0A!:*!1OA:@!0,@AA@>!&b!

! Seiden, Archives of Surgery, 2006.        
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In USA 92% of the doctors associated with wrong cases 
were fined or had to pay the cost of the investigations. 
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OMIC = Ophthalmic Mutual Insurance Company 
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...and found to decrease postoperative complication 
and fatality rates in over 1/3 of patients !  

Haynes et al. New England Journal of Medicine 360:491-9.  2009 
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